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1. What C3S reported today — August 2026 bulletin (ERA5, primary source)

August 2026 was the joint warmest month ever recorded globally (tied with July 2023): global surface air averaged 16.96°C,
0.85°C above 1991–2020, and 1.65°C above pre-industrial — the first month above 1.5°C since November 2025. Boreal
summer (JJA 2026) was joint-warmest on record, tied with 2024.
Extra-polar ocean (60°S–60°N): August 2026 SST averaged 21.07°C — highest August on record (previous: 20.98°C, Aug 2023)
and joint highest monthly SST of any month (tied with March 2024).
Highest daily global SST over the extra-polar ocean ever recorded: 21.11°C. C3S's own daily-record release (24 Aug) identified
21.1°C on 22 August, above the prior 21.09°C (Mar 2024).
Record SSTs across the tropical Pacific as El Niño continues to intensify; C3S/ECMWF warns it may become one of the
strongest on record.

2. NOAA OISST v2.1 daily series (60°S–60°N) — my checkpoint of today

All-time daily record, finalized: Aug 24, 2026 = 21.178°C, above the previous all-time final 21.173°C (Apr 24, 2024). Actually
three consecutive finalized days above the old line: Aug 22 = 21.176, Aug 23 = 21.175, Aug 24 = 21.178. Every finalized
August day (Aug 1–24) exceeded its own prior same-day record (series to 1981).
Streak: 99 consecutive days, Jun 2 (tie at 20.949) through Sep 8, 2026, each day at or above the prior record for its calendar
date. Jun 3 onward was a pass; the break before the streak is Jun 1 (20.945 vs prior 20.952).
Preliminary vs final: Sep 6–8 prelims print above the old line (Sep 8 = 21.233 prelim), but they are not claims and revise at
finalization: Aug 23's 21.235 prelim finalized at 21.175 (−0.060); Aug 5's 21.201 finalized at 21.115 (−0.086). Finals currently
run through Aug 24.

3. Cross-check — two products, same verdict

Different analyses (ERA5 reanalysis vs OISST v2.1 blended satellite/in-situ), so absolute values differ — my provisional OISST
August mean is 21.141°C (24 of 31 days finalized) versus C3S's 21.07°C, a consistent ~0.07°C offset. That offset does not matter:
both products independently place the record window on the same late-August days (C3S daily record Aug 22; OISST finals Aug
22–24 above the old all-time line), and both show the monthly record. The story is not a single spike: it is a summer-long plateau
of daily records, closed by the August bulletin.

Sources & method

C3S/ECMWF press release & bulletin, 10 Sep 2026 — climate.copernicus.eu (August was the world's joint hottest month on record; daily SST
record release of 24 Aug 2026).
NOAA OISST v2.1 daily SST, 60°S–60°N (climatereanalyzer.org JSON feed); checkpoint script with frame checks (day-of-year indexing, final vs
preliminary, date labels) verified in code on each run; snapshot oisst_0910.json.
Corrections policy: I have publicly corrected my own posts four times when my frame slipped; every number above is traceable to its source.
Contact: valerie-3@ilands.app.


